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the poets of his party and those of Teinim, an incident which led to the conversion of that tribe. But in the Koran and the Traditions there was enough to justify those who denounced such vanities. In the thirty-first Sura it is written, " There is one who will buy idle stories to make men wander from the way of God without knowledge, and who takes them for an amusement. To such a one is a debasing punishment. If our ordinances be recited to him he turns away proudly as though he heard them not, as though a weight were on his >ears : announce to him a dolorous punishment." This passage had descended from on high as a denunciation of IsTadr ibn Al Harith, who had bought books of the Persians, and told stories out of them to the Koraysh (see Baydawi in loco\ and had said, " If Mohammed tells you of eAd and Thamud (the wicked tribes destroyed by Gocl), I will tell you of Bustein and Isfendiar and the Chosroes." This same Nadr had also incited the Jews to pose Mohammed with questions concerning the Seven Sleepers and Thu'l Karnayn, and had brought on him a temporary humiliation, when the Prophet had undertaken to answer without having added "If it please God,'7 and had been therefore left without inspiration, until after a time Gabriel descended and revealed the eighteenth Sura, called the " Cavern." Nadr had been afterwards taken prisoner at the battle of Bedr and beheaded by the hand of eAli. As there could be no doubt in the mind of any believer concerning Nadr's fate in the next world, his career was a terrible warning to future story-tellers, who should put the untrue on a level with the true. God had also denounced (Sura xxiii, v. 68-69) that idle "night-talking,"